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 This portfolio of compositions is a logbook on how trans-disciplinary collaboration, 
gestural embodiment of sound and social context influenced my work as a composer between 
2008 and 2013. In most pieces, community based environments with experts in fields other 
than music were crucial to explore new sound worlds and creative processes beyond my 
solely scope. While music composition is traditionally a lonely act, this collaborative approach 
allowed me to repeatedly answer two questions that fascinate me: How can other fields of 
knowledge inform music? And: How can music inform other fields of knowledge?  In some 
cases, I even used the score to foster transdisciplinary collaboration, like in “Nadir” and 
“Bisbiglio Qualcosa en el mio Orecchio” where collaboration between musicians and non-
musicians is necessary.  
  This portfolio offers a collection of pieces where the gestural embodiment of sound 
production and the physical reactions of the performer(s) and listener(s) are key to my 
compositional interests. These pieces deal with breathing, muscle contractions, face 
expressions, heart rate and/or any other body signals that potentially can affect and enhance 
the experience of constructing and perceiving a flow in the sonic discourse. These bodily 
reactions are sometimes even written in several scores.  
!iv 
 Furthermore, in some pieces I tried to connect with the performer’s creative side, 
having a mixture of graphic/improvisatory representation of sound, combined with more 
conventional and controlled notation. I aimed to use the score as a catalyst for focal attention 
and a graphic gestural stimulator for the performer. This exploration led me to investigate the 
concept of multi-sensorial perception, which will be important in my future works.  
 Finally, social context, particularly the influence of culture, geographical displacement, 
violence, the role of technology and the use of music creation for social integration are now at 
the core of my writing research. During the process of composing these pieces, I learned that 
music has a lot to teach us about collaboration, innovation, education, perception, 
entrepreneurship, creativity, and especially about ourselves. Music is so much more than 
sound in a concert hall. I believe that the future of music composition will be increasingly a 
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 My time at Harvard was without a doubt one of the best of my life. It was a time of 
intense intellectual learning, strong friendships, teaching, collaboration, personal development, 
love and of course music. These years helped me reshaped the way I think about the 
importance of communities and the role of musicians in modern society. I am immensely 
thankful to all the people who crossed my path and taught me so much inside and outside of a 
classroom. It is impossible to mentioned all of them,   
 I would like to thank my advisor Hans Tutschku for his patience, knowledge, support 
and friendship.  Hans teaches the best way a Professor can teach his students: being a great 
person and a great composer.  
 I am also incredibly grateful to Chaya Czernowin. She is one of the smartest and yet 
warmest persons I ever met. Her teaching style is life changing. Chaya helped me to make 
music creation a very personal and intellectual journey.      
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Lachenmann and Brian Ferneyhough, which had a huge influence on my work as a composer. 
Thanks to Helmut and Brian! 
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Kim they were always so welcoming doing everything that was possible (and impossible) to 
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 To my “Compadres” Aylin and Dominic and my “Ahijado” Owen. Your friendship means 
so much to me, let’s keep it for the next 100 years!  
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Oberholtzer, Trevor Baça, the Harvard University Mexican Association, Martin Lajous, to the 
New England Conservatory performers, Agustín Charles. Huge thanks! Each one of you knows 
why.  
 I would like to deeply thank Ulla Bernhart, my friend, my wife, my love. Her kindness, 
support and strength were always an inspiration when things were great and not so great. I am 
the luckiest man to marry you Ulla. 
 Finally, the love and support of my family helped me so much along the course of this 
dissertation and my life. My parents always reminded me of what is really important in life, they 
provided me with incredible emotional support and love, the two most important things a family 
could give. Thank you Bony and Arturo. Thank you Bondy y Arturito. Thanks to the rest of my 
family! 
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Binary Opposition was produced during an interdisciplinary course at Harvard called 
“Electroacoustic Music and Video in Dialogue”. Alfred Guzzetti and Hans Tutschku 
taught the course. During the course composers and video artists collaborated 
exchanging roles where the composer will help video artists with sound, and video 
artists will help composers to create the visual part. This was a great opportunity to 
explore my compositional interests integrating video into them. At this moment I was 
fascinated by the concept of duality.  Duality is one of the strongest concepts in life on 
this planet. The male-female dichotomy, presence – absence, rational – emotional, etc. 
are all concepts that help us to make sense out of the rather infinite possibilities that 
emerge from a deceiving chaotic state. Binary opposition is a piece that explores the 
interaction of stable and unstable aural and visual materials. They both interact 
producing a set of new sonic and visual possibilities emerging from the mutation and 
combination of two rather different and opposed materials.  
 

 The frame functions as a third element; it is used as the environment in which all these 
interactions are taking place. It is segmented into two opposing frames. This binary 
opposition is the guiding idea that generated the structure and development of the 
sonic and visual materials. The sound spatialization is made in four channels and it is in 
constant connection with the space given by the frame. 
 
Since this piece exists only in a digital file, a paper version cannot be included.  
To watch Binary Opposition please visit: http://vimeo.com/17512592  
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“BISBIGLIO QUALCOSA NEL MIO ORECCHIO” 
(2013) 
 
For Voice, Guitar, Saxophone, Accordion, Percussions, Piano and six Non-musicians 
Whisperers 
 
Bisbligio Qualcosa nel mio Orecchio is a piece that explores four fundamental aspects 
of music creation: 
 
1) Trans-disciplinary collaboration and music co-creation. 
2) The role of oral music transmission in contemporary music. 
3) The ability of musicians to improvise and react to spoken language as opposed to a 
conventional written score. 
4) Creating transdisciplinary collaboration communities. 
 
To begin the composition process of the piece, three Mexican writers were asked by 
the composer to invite three other writers who did not know the composer to 
participate in this project. Each one of them was asked to write a poem or text for one 
specific instrument of the six instruments used in this piece. Then the composer 
adapted the poems into music instructions and determined the structure of the piece. 
 
Immediately after, we asked six participants (musicians and non-musicians) to become 
the “whisperers”. The function of the whisperers is to read the adapted text to the ears 
of the musicians via microphones connected directly to headphones used by the 
performers.  
 
Everybody in the piece has a creative role. There are a couple of places were the 
whisperers will actually have the opportunity to write part of the instructions based on 
the their own ideas or by influence of the texts they were reading. Bisbiglio Qualcosa 
nel nio Orecchio investigates new forms of music transmission and musical creation 
strategies where musicians and non-musicians come together to create music. 
Bisbiglio Qualcosa nel mio Orrechio’s music is the sum of the imagination of all 
nineteen people. 
 
Each musician will be “wired” to a whisperer through a microphone connected directly 
into his/her personal set of headphones. Nobody other than the musician and the 
whisperer will clearly hear what they are saying. Only the unclear whispers will be 
perceive by the audience.  
 
 
 

